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S£/5j: REPORTS OF SQVI£T CASUALTIES IN DOMESTIC FIGHTING % 

REF: (A) STATE 243Vi/*/B) KABUL 3k3 J-}/ jg 

2. CLOU) THERE HAS BEEN NO SPECIFIC QRA REACTION TO IHTEJ& 
NATIONAL MEDIA REPORTS OF DOMESTIC UNREST SINCE THE jANUAig 
1'- BLAST AT BBC STORIES OF FIGHTING IN EASTERN AFGHANISTAN 
CRE-TEL B). NEVERTHELESS, IN A LENGTHY SPEECH ON jANwARYJ? 
30, NQCR MOHAMMAD TARAKI SAID THAT -FULL SECURITY PREVIAL& 
ALL OVER AFGHANISTAN, FROM ONE CORNER TO ANOTHER, " A STAT5£, 
M-.NT WHICH UNDOUBTEDLY REFLECTS OFFICIAL AWARENESS QF NUMM 
CUS RECENT FOREIGN MEDIA REPORTS QF INTERNAL TROUBLES. £ 

?. (C) THF ORA HAS NEVER COMMENTED ON RUMORS OR MEDIA REPCffe 5 
THAT SOVIETS ARE INVOLVED IN THE ONGOING FIGHTING, AND HAVE 25 
BECOME CASUALTIES, SINCE, AMONG OTHER REASONS, SUCH A STATE- 
MENT WOULD OFFICIALLY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE REGIME NEEDS 
DIRECT SOVIET SUPPORT TO CONTROL ACTIVE DOMESTIC OPPOSITION. 
WF ANTICIPATE THAT THE ORA WILL 3E EXTREMELY RELUCTANT r L 
ADMIT PUBLICLY THAT SOVIETS ARE HELPING OLASH INTERNAL -MflSEN 
EVEN IP SUCH ASSISTANCE BECOMES PATENTLY OBVIOUS TO A".. 
OBSERVERS. 
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3. ("_) WE HAVE NO fj^>: EVIDENCE THAI WOULL *."'.. ; jS! 
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THE NUMEROUS LOCAL 
PIGHTING. WE ARE, 



RLlMORS OP SOV IET CASUALTIES SUFFERED IN Yh^ 

HOWEVER, CONVINCED* THAT SOVIET "AOVISERS* • 

ARE PARTICIPATING DIRECTLY IK THE HOSTILITIES, AND IT WOULD 9S 

CONCEIVABLE THAT SOME 1 OF THE^E MEN CC&LD HAVE SEEN WOUNDEO OR-1 

KILLED. DUBS j ' \ 
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